
 

Hello Fellow Rehabbers,

As we spring into spring the babies are coming! Then again, we don’t really have an 
off-season in Florida! It was great to see many of you some traveling from very far at 
Hector Cruz-Lopez’s Wildlife CSI class mid February! We had members come from as 
far as New Hampshire and St. John’s Virgin Islands! Everyone who was able to attend had an 
awesome time. Hector is a great lecturer! We always enjoy having him at our main conference 
for FWRA in September and an all day class was definitely a treat! He is just one example of the fantas-
tic lecturers we have at our September symposium.  If you have never joined us for one of these events, 
you really need to come and enjoy the experience and camaraderie of the like minds of your Florida 
(and beyond) colleagues gathered in one spot for a few days.   

Before you know it fall (and most importantly September 27th – 29th) will be here so please start 
saving now because the FWRA symposium over and over again proves to be the best for rehabbers in 
the state of Florida. We have the most pertinent lecturers and topics, and the most bang for your buck 
than any conference anywhere in the in the country or abroad. So start saving now and will see you in 
September! 
Speaking of the Symposium, be sure to read about the available scholarships in this newsletter as well as 
some comments from past recipients.  It could be a great opportunity to attend for free if your applica-
tion is selected.  But please read the instructions for application carefully and fill them out fully.   Don’t 
delay.  Do it quickly. 

Hopefully as we enter the second quarter of the year everyone’s had a chance to use and play with the 
Wild One record keeping program the wildlife Center of Virginia created and put out. If you missed 
the article by David McGruer in the last newsletter or if you want to learn more about it, click on the 
icon at the bottom of the homepage of FWRA.org.  Please send your experiences as you work with 
this program to Leslie Johnson so we can put an article in the newsletter so everyone can know how 
people are doing with the program!  

In the meantime start thinking ahead and working on your safety plans and 
hurricane plans for your individual facilities! You can never be too prepared! 
Hurricane season is only 3 short months away! Just because we haven’t had 
any huge storms is even more reason not to be lax on your plans. We will talk 
again soon and look forward to socializing in September. In the meantime keep 
doing what you all do you are all superstars!
 
Humbly your president,  
 
Beth M Hirschfeld, DVM, CVA, VMO
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FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE  
REHABILITATORS 
ASSOCIATION 
Mission:
The Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators 
Association (FWRA) is a non-profit 
organization dedicated to the unification, 
education and dissemination of informa-
tion to all wildlife rehabilitators in Florida.
Purposes:
To provide an organizational structure within 
which various individuals and organizations in-
volved in the rehabilitation of injured, orphaned 
and displaced wildlife may exchange informa-
tion. 
 
To provide training and assistance to individuals 
and organizations involved in the rehabilitation 
of injured, orphaned and displaced wildlife.
 
To increase public awareness through educa-
tional means of and support for the activities of 
wildlife rehabilitators.
 
To engage in such other activities as are  
permitted by Florida Law. 
 
FWRA Board of Directors
Beth Hirschfeld, DVM, President  
Deb Anderson, DVM, Vice President
Margaret “Noni” Beck, Vice Pres./Symposium
Sue Small, Treasurer
Dorothy Kauffman, Secretary
 
Members at Large

Bits and Blurbs ..  
 
Website Update  

More life is being brought to the new website with each quarter.  
Be sure to check in from time to time to see what’s new.  

Upcoming Events
2012 Society for Wildlife Forensic Science Meeting
May 21-25 Jackson Hole, WY UNITED STATES 
AVMA convention San Diego August 3-7, 2012 

FWRA Symposium 2012
September 27-29, 2012  FFA Florida Leadership Training Center, 
Haines City, FL. As Beth said …. This is absolutely the best value 
out there for an excellent wildlife symposium! So please save the 
date!!

19th Annual Conference of The Wildlife Society
Portland, Oregon - October 13-17, 2012
AAZV 2012 Conference - October 21-26, at Oakland, CA. www.
aazv.org

Would You Like to Join the Team?
JOIN the FWRA Advisory Board!  Your FWRA Board is always look-
ing for new faces and ideas to help make us a stronger organiza-
tion. As an advisory Board Member you work with our team and 
our 20 different committees, brainstorming, planning and execut-
ing activities that help our members become even better wildlife 
rehabilitators!  

So if you have time and talent to share with the organization, 
please email our Nomination Committee at jflynt@cfl.rr.com for 
more information.    Dianna Flynt

Employment and Intern Opportunities 

The Marathon Wild Bird Center (Florida Keys) is in need of an in-
tern or two starting this April. If anyone knows someone that might 
be interested please have them contact me via email with resume 
and references. We were just informed that our housing situation 
will continue to be available for this program!
 
Ideally, interns should be available for at least four months but we 
will consider shorter terms.

Kelly Grinter
Executive Director
Marathon Wild Bird Center -- Florida Keys
www.marathonwildbirdcenter.org
kgrinter68@gmail.com

Resource Committee
Beth Hirschfeld, DVM - Chairperson
Nicole Nemeth, DVM  
Jack Landess, DVM      
Danielle Stanek, DVM      Scott Citino, DVM  
Mark Cunningham, DVM    Mike Ruggieri  
Robert Hess, DVM      Carmen Simonton
Hector Cruz-Lopez, Ph.D 
 
Newsletter
Leslie Johnson: newsletter@fwra.org

 
FWRA WEBSITE: www.fwra.org

Webmaster: Reinier Munguia
EMAIL: info@fwra.org

Advisory Board
Winnie Burns
Debbie Helsel
Dan Martinelli
Carol McCorkle
Vered Nograd
Reinier Munguia

 
Michelle Anthony
Linda Schrader 
Chris Wise 
Robin Jenkins, DVM 
Michelle Whitfield 
Phyllis Benton

Leslie Johnson
Gail Straight

Dianna Flynt
Leslie Straub
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St. Francis Wildlife Assoc. is looking for a 
permanent, full time Wildlife Rehabilitator
About us:  St. Francis Wildlife is an established, non-
profit organization, founded in 1978, that enjoys 
strong community support. Each year, we rescue and 
care for more than 3,000 animals in north Florida. We 
receive a wide variety of birds, mammals and reptiles. 
Our rehabilitation facility is located on 35 secluded 
acres of forest, fields and ponds in the Tallahassee area. 

Address: 5580 Salem Road, Quincy, FL
Country : USA
Contact: Teresa Stevenson
Phone: 850-627-4151
 
Email  teresastevenson@tds.net
Website www.stfranciswildlife.org

Position Title  

Wildlife rehabilitator (Full time, permanent position).
Responsibilities
• Animal rehabilitation, which includes rescue, animal 
intake, diagnosis, medical treatment, care, transport to 
veterinarian clinics, and disposition.
• Supervise the daily care of the animals (husbandry, 
handling, feeding, cleaning, etc).
• Training and overseeing paid staff members, interns 
and/or volunteers. 
• Supervise the maintenance of outdoor and indoor 
facilities.
• Maintain the supplies of food, supplies and medications.
• Supervise administrative/office work.
 
Qualifications 
At least three years experience working full time in a 
wildlife rehabilitation center. State and federal permits. 
Knowledgeable about small mammals, birds and reptiles of 
the area and their natural history. Ability to work effectively 
and independently. Management/administrative skills. Able 
to handle multiple responsibilities and to work well with 
others. Strong organizational skills. High motivation. Educa-
tional vision. College degree desirable.
Amenities: On site housing available.
Payment: Based on experience.
Other Information please send resume to” 
 
teresastevenson@tds.net 

Animis foundation is looking for a  
small/medium animal caretaker.  
 
The position requires knowledge of basic animal husband-
ry & care, working with domestic cats, dogs, fowl, psitta-
cines, NR deer and some wildlife. Knowledge of neonatal 
& infant wild mammal care is a plus but we will be bale 
to train (baby season). Offering a base salary & housing. 
Please email for more information.  Michelle Whitfield

Animis Foundation

A Non-Profit Sanctuary Dedicated to the Rescue, Rehabili-
tation & Care of Wildlife & Domestic Animals
Ocala, FL

Immediate Job Openings at Sawgrass Nature Cen-
ter & Wildlife Hospital
Positions are now available at Sawgrass Nature Center & 
Wildlife Hospital. Please note, there are requirements that 
need to be met for each one. If you’re interested in more 
information and would like to receive a complete Job De-
scription, please contact dotty@sawgrassnaturecenter.org 
or call us at 954-752-9453 Thank you for your support!

The Sawgrass Nature Center & Wildlife Hospital (SNC) is 
a private non-profit, 501(C)(3) organization dedicated to 
serving the community by educating the public about our 
environment and the many species it contains, to provide 
excellent care for sick, injured or orphaned native wildlife 
and to promote healthy living and outdoor activity.

Positions Available:
Administrative Assistant/IT Coordinator and Volunteer 
Coordinator 
-Reporting directly to the Executive Director or his/her 
designee, the Administrative Assistance is responsible for 
overall administrative function of the nature center office 
by coordinating, delegating, and performing tasks to main-
tain an organized, professional and efficient operation.
Duration: Part Time Regular 
Work Schedule: Tuesday through Friday 8:30 am to 2:00 
pm Saturday 10am to 3pm (will need to work special 
events)

Educator
-Present our existing and to assist in creating new educa-
tion programs for a wide variety of audiences both at 
SNC and client’s locations. These programs include those 
currently listed on the educational flyer, Birthday Parties, 
Nature Explorers, Family Fun Days and Camp Wild.
Duration: Part Time Regular
Work Schedule: Tuesday through Friday 12:00Noon – 
5:00pm,
Sunday, 10am to 3pm, Will need to work special events as 
needed.
During 10 weeks of summer, hours would be M-F, 
9:00a.m.-3:00p.m.

Camp Instructor
-The primary focus of the Camp Instructor is the daily 
operation of the environmental learning camp for children 
from 6-12 years of age and to manage the CIT’s and ju-
nior volunteer counselors. Duties include the daily responsi-
bility of Camp Wild from 9a.m. to 3p.m., including camper 
supervision and safety, snack preparation, execution of 
camp activities (some including live animals), some activity 
development, and maintenance of areas used by camp.
Duration: Part Time Temporary
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treating and handling coons, and ended up 
sharing our funniest animal stories and 
laughing until almost midnight.  

Another highlight was the puppet-
making demonstration by Beth Knapp-
Tyner. One of the concerns with raising 
young birds is that they will easily imprint 
on humans - that is, they don’t know that 
they are birds. They think they’re humans. 
This sounds like it would be cute, but it’s 
actually dangerous. An imprinted raptor is 
not releasable. It would fly at humans and 
attack them, try to mate with them, and try 
to play with them. Particularly for larger 
raptors like the Great Horned Owl, this is 
deadly for both the humans involved and 
the bird. Using hand-puppets to raise baby 
birds prevents them from imprinting on 
humans and helps them recognize their 
own species. Beth spent several hours on 
the project, teaching us how to make a 

“mom” for a screech owl. Dorothy and I 
look forward to practicing the techniques 
we learned from her. 

It was three days of constant, in-
tensive wildlife school on everything from 
how pathogens factor into our daily lives, 
to recognizing and treating lead poisoning, 
to the benefits of vitamin D for an opossum 
with a fur-loss problem. So much knowl-
edge on so many subjects – we crammed 
our brains so full that I had dreams about 
splinting broken wings and cleaning cages. 
The last day, we had definitely reached 
brain-capacity. The day ended with an in-
teractive workshop that was kind of like 
Wildlife CSI. There were tables set up in 
stations, each with a case to be solved. In-
formation was given in the form of micro-
scope slides, X-rays, and lab work, as well 
as some background information on each 
animal. We broke up into teams and had to 

figure out what was wrong with the animal, 
and how to treat it. 

When we got back, everyone 
asked us, “How was your vacation?” Doro-
thy and I looked at each other and said, 
“That was a vacation?”

Okay, it was a working vacation. 
In the midst of a crazy baby season, the 
conference was a welcome and refreshing 
change of pace. The kind of renewing ex-
perience that helps you remember why you 
wake up at the crack of dawn every day to 
clean up poop and pick maggots out of a 
baby squirrel’s ears. We had a wonderful 
time, we overloaded ourselves with new 
information, and we are really looking 
forward to going back next year. 

In Memory… 
 

My brother, Tom Cheek 
 from Elizabeth Cheek Jones 
Dennis O’Gara 
 from Cheryl & Larry Fox 
My beloved Trixie 
“I’ll love you forever” 
 from Cheryl Roberts 
“Sasha”&“Fifi” 
 from Helen & William Plag 
Gladys Sakowski 
 from Kay Bufkin 
“Barney”, man’s best rabbit 
 from Patty & Dave Buterbaugh 
Angie Peters & Angel Burdette 
 from Joseph Peters 
“Boo”, “Bwee”, “Buffy”, “Precious”&“Sugar” 
Michael & Mom miss you 
 from Patricia Wright 
Patricia Griffith 
 from  
 Helen & Nicholas Georges 
 Pauline Scruggs 
Doris Juul 
 from John Juul 
Linda May 
 from Adrian & Deborah Winstead 
Annie McLaughlin Johnson 
 from Suzanne & John Hinman 
Betty Anne Villane 
 from Paul Villane 
Neil D. Weber 
 from Hannah Adams 
Shari Biro 
 from Ginger Bergeron 
 

Dennis Klindinst 
 from James Bassett 
Carolyn Terry 
 from James Bassett 
“Tomasina” 
 from Raven Stone 
Wayne T. Smith 
 from 
 Joan Beyer 
 Ann Ardahl Smith 
J. Eugene Brooks 
 from Eugenia B. May 
Lottie Monks, Willard Ewart & Bud Ewart 
 from Janice & Glen Monks 
James (Jim) White 
 from 
 J. G. Interiors 
 Rena & Rob Patton 
 Gregory Vannoy & Alexander Kozman 
 Dirk & Deborah Young 
 Jennifer & Brett Beaumier 
Angie Peters & Angel Burdette 
 from Joseph Peters 
“Angus” 
 from Madolyn Johnson 
Ina L. Cook 
“Over 5 years since you went to heaven- 
We still miss you” 
 from Neal Cook 
Ruth McGrath Oursler 
“Love from family, friends & animals” 
 from Bonne Oursler 
Lori 
 from Dona & Robert Stenstrom 
 
 
 

In Honor… 
 

Debbie & Greg Sands’ 35th wedding anniversary 
 From Rick & Beth Lite 
Happy Birthday to Debbie 
 From Rich & Beth Lite 
Little Gray – You are a bright light 
 From Joseph Schiller 
Students, faculty & staff 
Global Learning Academy 
“Wishing you a great school year” 
 From Van Holt 
Sherry & Alisa 
 From Elaine Chavaria 
Sandy Skillman 
 From Wildlife Sanctuary of NWFL 
Catherine Andrews 
 From Debbie Keleher 
Dave Keleher 
 From Clyde & Catherine Andrews 
Wildlife Sanctuary - for good work 
 From Judy & Ralph Vaggi 
Jennifer Clarke’s 40th birthday 
 From Carol Harrison 
Jennifer Clarke 
 From Lisa Clarke 
Jim & Lana Beagles 
 From Patricia Rudd 
The N.Y. Bears  
Merry Christmas 
 From Jim & Susan Leath 

In Memory and In Honor 
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In Memory of Betsy Knight
It’s with sadness and respect that we mourn the loss of another col-
league.  Betsy Knight passed away in February of this year.  Betsy was 
probably best remembered for her work with her beloved Black Bears 
and Eagles.  As one of her volunteers expressed, she has left behind many 
wildlife rehabilitator daughters and they are honored to carry on her 
legacy. She and her work will be missed by the many lives she touched.

2012 FWRA Symposium Scholarships! 
 
The application for a scholarship to the 2012 FWRA symposium is now available on the web site www.fwra.
org for anyone who would like to apply. The link is at the bottom left of the home page. Your membership dues 
need to be up-to-date for consideration, and if you are not a licensed rehabilitator we need a letter from the 
licensed rehabilitator that you work with as confirmation. 

Letters may be sent to the FWRA post office box, or to my email sue@floridawildlifehospital.org. 
Apply now, baby season has started, and it won’t be long until we all have so many mouths to feed that there is 
no time for paperwork! 

We have 3 full and up to 3 partial scholarships available again this year. Application deadline is June 23rd, 2012. 
Even if you aren’t awarded a scholarship, you’ve got time to save up and attend. FWRA’s symposium is a great 
value. Classes, workshops, food and accommodations are all included. No extra fees at all! 

Read the following comments from past scholarship recipients and we’re sure you’ll want to apply and not miss 
this great opportunity.
 
Sue Small, 
Scholarship Chairman 

“In 2011, I attended my second FWRA conference which was paid in full through a scholarship offered by FWRA. This 
conference offers a great opportunity to meet with other rehabbers, learn new procedures, and rejuvenate after a long 
and busy baby season. Even after working in rehab for nearly eight years, I walked away with knowledge on how to 
better stabilize avian fractures and diagnose eye injuries, practiced new capture techniques, and compared hand rear-
ing methods of difficult species such as white tailed deer and rabbits. In three days, I gained a wealth of knowledge and 
made friends that will greatly benefit my animals for years to come. Whether you’re a seasoned rehabilitator or just 
starting out, there’s a great deal of knowledge to be gained.”  
 
- Stephanie Neumann

“We joke around the sanctuary that no one is allowed to take a vacation during baby season so when Dorothy called 
me to ask if I’d be interested in going with her to the Florida Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Conference this year, I have to admit 
that my first thought was, Three days with no squirrels!  Of course I want to go!

If I had to pick a favorite part about the conference…I don’t know if I could do it. There was so much knowledge to 
absorb, so many fascinating people to talk to - am I allowed to say that everything about everything was awesome?”
 
- Janel Tomlinson

Read more of Janel’s view on the symposium in her article “No Vacations in Baby Season!” in this issue.
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No Vacations In Baby Season!     Janel Tomlinson, Animal Care Supervisor

For the wildlife rehabilitator, a 
year has only two seasons: winter and 
“baby season,” which for us here at the 
Sanctuary usually starts in February and 
continues until October. Baby season 
means breeding season, for everything 
from the small mammals and songbirds 
that make up the majority of our intakes to 
the less common critters, such as the baby 
otters and skunks we sometimes get. Baby 
season means a high volume of animals in 
our hospital, phone ringing all day with 
reports of animals needing help, and people 
always at the door, bringing animals to be 
cared for. It’s not unusual to see a staff 
member answer the door while already on 
the phone or to have a line of people wait-
ing to fill out the paperwork for the ani-
mals they rescued.  

There is no end to the list of 
things to do - from baby birds that must be 
fed every hour from sunrise to late at night, 
to the “pinky” (our word for naked new-
born babies) squirrels and opossums fed 
every two or three hours, sometimes 
around the clock. A rehabber’s day starts 
very early, because small babies like these 
can’t be left at the Sanctuary. They have to 
go home with trained staff and volunteers. 
Because the Sanctuary sees between three 
and four thousand animals every year, this 
means some of us have young critters to 
feed all day every day for at least nine 
months out of the year. Just to give you an 
idea of how much time this requires - it 
takes about an hour to feed ten baby squir-
rels. If they’re big enough for every-four-
hour feedings, that means you spend five 
hours each day, caring for these animals, 
usually in addition to working a nine to ten 
hour day. 

We love what we do. As difficult 
and stressful as it can be at times, we each 
give one hundred percent every day to give 
these animals the best chance possible to 
get them back in the wild where they be-
long. But usually around July, when the 
nursery is still full of every-hour baby birds 
and we are beginning to get baby squirrels 
and opossums again, everyone is tired and 
ready for winter because in the winter we 
don’t have animals - we have cleaning 
competitions.  

We joke around at the Sanctuary 
that no one is allowed to take vacations in 

baby season. I had already gone out of 
town in July, and it took a lot of bribery 
(read: chocolate) to make that happen. 
While I was waiting at an airport in Texas 
for my flight back, I got a phone call from 
a coworker - there were eleven opossum 
babies with my name on them waiting for 
me to land in Florida. 

So when Dorothy called me to ask 
if I’d be interested in going with her to the 
Florida Wildlife Rehabilitator’s Confer-
ence this year, I have to admit that my first 
thought was, Three days with no squirrels! 
Of course I want to go! (Although when it 
was actually time to give all nine of “my” 
babies to another foster parent, I missed 
them a lot). 

I have worked at the Sanctuary for 
six years now, and if there’s one thing I’ve 
learned about the field of wildlife rehab, 
it’s this: there is always more to learn. The 
closer it got to the conference, the more 
excited I became. The event schedule had a 
lot of interesting talks and workshops of-
fered, and I was excited to meet other re-
habbers. Rehabbers have a lot of unique
conversations, covering everything from 
who has pulled the most bot fly larvae 
from an animal, to how rewarding it is 
when you find perfect poop from a sick 
critter. Trying to talk about these things 
with someone who isn’t involved in this 
line of work will have them slowly edging 
away from you, looking like they’re not 
sure if they should be disgusted or horri-
fied!

Although to be honest, on the 
drive down we weren’t really thinking as 
much about the learning experiences we 
would have, but rather, No babies to feed 
at five in the morning! We’ll get to sleep
in!

Yeah, right! Not only were we up 
every morning at six, but a lot of the events 
in the evenings ran until ten and eleven at 
night. I actually got less sleep at the confer-
ence. I shared a room with Cara Brown, 
who used to work at the Sanctuary before 
moving to Punta Gorda in South Florida to 
work at Peace River Wildlife Center. We 
got up early every morning to walk the 
grounds and take pictures of all the cool 
wildlife that lived at the FFA Leadership 
Center where we were staying. My favorite 
encounter was with a pair of Florida San-
dhill Cranes foraging near the creek behind 
the facility. We also saw bald eagles, black 
vultures, and even wild boar.  

We planned to explore the nature 
trails, but after breakfast and coffee each 
morning, we barely had enough time for a 
quick walk before conferring over which 
class we wanted to go to first. That was the 
most difficult aspect of the whole experi-
ence - trying to choose which lecture to 
attend. Because the Sanctuary accepts all 
species of wildlife, each class offered a 
unique learning opportunity to benefit 
from. Trying to decide between a lecture 
on the nuances of nutrition for our animals 
or one on identifying nestling birds of prey 
was a tough choice when both are equally 
important and beneficial. Luckily, there 
were two other former Sanctuary staff at 
the conference. Steph Neumann and Steph 
Kadletz, who both work at Emerald Coast 
Wildlife Refuge now, were happy to share 
notes. Between the Stephs, Cara, and I at 
least one person attended each lecture. We 
had a lot of fun each night, copying each 
other’s notes and sharing animal stories 
from our different facilities. 

If I had to pick a favorite part 
about the conference…I don’t know if I 
could do it. There was so much knowledge 
to absorb, so many fascinating people to 
talk to - am I allowed to say that everything 
about everything was awesome? (Maybe it 
was just being away from squirrels for 
three days.) One thing that stands out were 
the workshops about raptor care and wing 
wrapping, put on by Erica Miller of 
Tristate Bird Rescue. The techniques Doro-
thy and I learned from her have since been 
put to use at the Sanctuary with great suc-
cess. Another fun experience was the rac-
coon roundtable discussion, where we 
started out talking about different ways of 



Page 6

 

Materials
2 hula hoops (they come in various sizes, so measure-
ments will vary)
2” PVC Pipe (schedule 40)
6- 90 degree joints
2- 3-way connectors
2- 1x4” boards, diameter of hula hoops
Holes drilled in center of boards just larger than PVC
¼ or ½ inch metal hardware cloth, approximately 14” 
wide, length =diameter of hoops
Zip ties
Plastic (or metal) straps
4- ~1 1/4” carriage bolts
Duct tape
 
Instructions
Attach boards to hoops with straps and bolts.
 
Attach hardware cloth to outside of hoops with zip 
ties. Finish edges where hardware cloth comes togeth-
er with wire and duct tape. 

Place wheel axle (couple inches longer than width of 
hardware cloth) through holes in boards. 

Attach 90 degree joint on each side, facing down.
Attach PVC (couple inches longer than radius of 
hoop) to joint. 

 

 
 

 
Attach 3-way connector to other end (openings paral-
lel to hoop edge).
 
Attach PVC (couple inches longer than radius of 
hoop) on each open side of 3-way connectors.
 
Attach  90 degree joints on each end (facing inward).
 
Attach 2 pieces of PVC to span joints.

Base can be filled with sand or concrete to use as 
free-standing, or can be hung on side of cage.

DIY Exercise Wheel for Opossum, Skunk, Etc.
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treating and handling coons, and ended up 
sharing our funniest animal stories and 
laughing until almost midnight.  

Another highlight was the puppet-
making demonstration by Beth Knapp-
Tyner. One of the concerns with raising 
young birds is that they will easily imprint 
on humans - that is, they don’t know that 
they are birds. They think they’re humans. 
This sounds like it would be cute, but it’s 
actually dangerous. An imprinted raptor is 
not releasable. It would fly at humans and 
attack them, try to mate with them, and try 
to play with them. Particularly for larger 
raptors like the Great Horned Owl, this is 
deadly for both the humans involved and 
the bird. Using hand-puppets to raise baby 
birds prevents them from imprinting on 
humans and helps them recognize their 
own species. Beth spent several hours on 
the project, teaching us how to make a 

“mom” for a screech owl. Dorothy and I 
look forward to practicing the techniques 
we learned from her. 

It was three days of constant, in-
tensive wildlife school on everything from 
how pathogens factor into our daily lives, 
to recognizing and treating lead poisoning, 
to the benefits of vitamin D for an opossum 
with a fur-loss problem. So much knowl-
edge on so many subjects – we crammed 
our brains so full that I had dreams about 
splinting broken wings and cleaning cages. 
The last day, we had definitely reached 
brain-capacity. The day ended with an in-
teractive workshop that was kind of like 
Wildlife CSI. There were tables set up in 
stations, each with a case to be solved. In-
formation was given in the form of micro-
scope slides, X-rays, and lab work, as well 
as some background information on each 
animal. We broke up into teams and had to 

figure out what was wrong with the animal, 
and how to treat it. 

When we got back, everyone 
asked us, “How was your vacation?” Doro-
thy and I looked at each other and said, 
“That was a vacation?”

Okay, it was a working vacation. 
In the midst of a crazy baby season, the 
conference was a welcome and refreshing 
change of pace. The kind of renewing ex-
perience that helps you remember why you 
wake up at the crack of dawn every day to 
clean up poop and pick maggots out of a 
baby squirrel’s ears. We had a wonderful 
time, we overloaded ourselves with new 
information, and we are really looking 
forward to going back next year. 

In Memory… 
 

My brother, Tom Cheek 
 from Elizabeth Cheek Jones 
Dennis O’Gara 
 from Cheryl & Larry Fox 
My beloved Trixie 
“I’ll love you forever” 
 from Cheryl Roberts 
“Sasha”&“Fifi” 
 from Helen & William Plag 
Gladys Sakowski 
 from Kay Bufkin 
“Barney”, man’s best rabbit 
 from Patty & Dave Buterbaugh 
Angie Peters & Angel Burdette 
 from Joseph Peters 
“Boo”, “Bwee”, “Buffy”, “Precious”&“Sugar” 
Michael & Mom miss you 
 from Patricia Wright 
Patricia Griffith 
 from  
 Helen & Nicholas Georges 
 Pauline Scruggs 
Doris Juul 
 from John Juul 
Linda May 
 from Adrian & Deborah Winstead 
Annie McLaughlin Johnson 
 from Suzanne & John Hinman 
Betty Anne Villane 
 from Paul Villane 
Neil D. Weber 
 from Hannah Adams 
Shari Biro 
 from Ginger Bergeron 
 

Dennis Klindinst 
 from James Bassett 
Carolyn Terry 
 from James Bassett 
“Tomasina” 
 from Raven Stone 
Wayne T. Smith 
 from 
 Joan Beyer 
 Ann Ardahl Smith 
J. Eugene Brooks 
 from Eugenia B. May 
Lottie Monks, Willard Ewart & Bud Ewart 
 from Janice & Glen Monks 
James (Jim) White 
 from 
 J. G. Interiors 
 Rena & Rob Patton 
 Gregory Vannoy & Alexander Kozman 
 Dirk & Deborah Young 
 Jennifer & Brett Beaumier 
Angie Peters & Angel Burdette 
 from Joseph Peters 
“Angus” 
 from Madolyn Johnson 
Ina L. Cook 
“Over 5 years since you went to heaven- 
We still miss you” 
 from Neal Cook 
Ruth McGrath Oursler 
“Love from family, friends & animals” 
 from Bonne Oursler 
Lori 
 from Dona & Robert Stenstrom 
 
 
 

In Honor… 
 

Debbie & Greg Sands’ 35th wedding anniversary 
 From Rick & Beth Lite 
Happy Birthday to Debbie 
 From Rich & Beth Lite 
Little Gray – You are a bright light 
 From Joseph Schiller 
Students, faculty & staff 
Global Learning Academy 
“Wishing you a great school year” 
 From Van Holt 
Sherry & Alisa 
 From Elaine Chavaria 
Sandy Skillman 
 From Wildlife Sanctuary of NWFL 
Catherine Andrews 
 From Debbie Keleher 
Dave Keleher 
 From Clyde & Catherine Andrews 
Wildlife Sanctuary - for good work 
 From Judy & Ralph Vaggi 
Jennifer Clarke’s 40th birthday 
 From Carol Harrison 
Jennifer Clarke 
 From Lisa Clarke 
Jim & Lana Beagles 
 From Patricia Rudd 
The N.Y. Bears  
Merry Christmas 
 From Jim & Susan Leath 

In Memory and In Honor 



BEHAVIOR OF NORTH AMERICAN 
MAMMALS Reviewed by Hyta Mederer

Behavior of North American Mammals by  Mark 
Elbroch and Kurt Rinehart, 2011, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt.

A new addition to the Peterson Reference Guide 
series, Behavior of North American Mammals is a 
comprehensive source of information about the nor-
mal activities of over 70 species of mammals.  Rather 
than a guide to identify these species, this book 
offers fascinating photographs and specifics about 
the diet, habitat, communication, courtship, mating, 
development and dispersal of young, and interaction 
within  and among species. 

The detailed species accounts also provide amazing 
descriptions of the activities and less well-known 
behaviors of many animals.  Armadillo, for example, 
swallow air to create buoyancy for swimming across 
a body of water.  Squirrels use a bundle of blood ves-
sels at the base of their tail to regulate body tem-
perature.  River otters may employ delayed implanta-
tion of sperm, allowing them to wait up to a year to 
give birth, in spite of active gestation lasting only two 
months.  
 
With so much interesting information, this book of-
fers much to learn and enjoy.
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Florida Wildlife Hospital and Sanctuary

Identification Guide to the 
Snakes of Florida
Steve A. Johnson and Monica E. McGaritty

Homeopathic First Aid Kit
$60 including freight

Contains 28 Remedies including:

Tea Tree Oil
Analgesic Gel

CEH & Prid Salve
Powdered Spirulina

Men & Ladies 16” Kevlar Gloves
$36.50 including freight

And More!
Talon Gloves for Birds

Mammel Gloves, Jesses

Write for New Catalog and Prices

Just recently published, the Identification Guide to the Snakes of Florida is a collection of 
clear, beautiful photos of the 46 native species of snakes in Florida, as well as several
commonly found nonnative species.  The photos are grouped according to the snakes’ 
most obvious markings: blotches, diamonds, stripes, crossbands, and solid coloration. 
Each section begins with the venomous species, followed by those snakes that are most 
often confused with them, and then followed by the other snakes that share the pattern.
 Because some snakes’ patterns change with age or vary with location, pictures of those 
snakes may be found in more than one section.  The black racer, for example, is shown in 
the section on blotches as a juvenile and the section on solid colors as an adult.  

 Each snake species is listed with a description, and information on the habitat, size, diet, and scientific name.  
There is also a map with each species, indicating the range where the snake may be found.
 This guide includes numerous other features, such as 10 photos and descriptions of
habitats where snakes are likely to be found in Florida, what to do or not do if bitten by a venomous snake, 
distinguishing features of venomous pit vipers and of nonvenomous
snakes and coral snakes, and information about two different groups of legless lizards that are often mistaken for 
snakes.
 This guide is printed on heavy card stock and is ring-bound. It is designed to be of use to
people who have little or no experience with Florida’s snakes and who need to be able to quickly identify one 
when they come across it.  The authors hope that snakes will benefit from this guide by making it easy for people to 
determine which snakes are nonvenomous.
 This guide can be obtained from www.ifasbooks.com or at 800-226-1764.

UPCO has the products you
need at prices you can AFFORD.

We offer a 10% DISCOUNT
to any licensed rehab operation.
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Florida Wildlife Rehabilitators Association is a 501(c)(3) organization
A copy of the official registration and financial information may be obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free 

(800-435-7352) within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval, or recommendation by the state.

Name________________________________________________________  Affiliation_____________________________________

Address  ___________ __________________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________ State _________ Zip __________ County ____________________

Home Phone______________________________ Work Phone ________________________ Cellular /Pager ___________________

E-mail  _____________________________________________________ Web site _________________________________________

I am a :       DVM       CVT        State Licensed Rehabilitator      Federally Licensed Rehabilitator  

   Licensed  Rescue/Transport  Volunteer    Other  ________________________________________________

I specialize in and will assist others with:  _______________________________________________________________________

FWRA Membership Info
Membership Benefits include:
• email group list to network with rehabilitators around the state    
• quarterly newsletters which provide rehabilitation techniques, environmental issues, and organization news  
• annual symposiums on rehabilitation and other areas of interest such as  natural history,education, fundraising, administration, and regulations
• a membership directory that can assist you in finding help throughout the state
• the resource committee – experts on many subjects for help with unusual situations
• corporate members receive free newsletter and web site advertising

This is a gift membership from: _________________________________________________________________________________  

I was referred by FWRA member: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

All information listed in this section will be published in the FWRA members directory:  

Annual Membership Levels:  Individual -$20.00     New    Corporate - $100.00    Renewal  Other Donation

Please mail this form  to : FWRA, Gail Straight, P.O. Box 1449, Anna Maria, FL  34216.

This information is vital to our goal of statewide networking!

Emergency contact for FWRA Disaster Committee use only (list all information here that you do not want published in the 

directory, such as cell and work phones, for emergency use by FWRA’s disaster committee)

Name & number of the first person outside of your immediate household that you would call after a disaster so we can 

contact them if we are unable to reach you: _____________________________________________________________________

Additional contact information: _________________________________________________________________________________

Fox Valley is a world leader manufacturer of
milk (formula) replacement for orphaned

and injured wildlife.

Day One Formula milk replacers are species specific 
and all play a unqiue role in feeding young animals. 

These products closely match the unique composition 
of mother’s milk, to assure proper nutrition if mothers 

cannot, or will not, suckle their own. 

Quantity discounts are now available.
Call for more information. 

Please call for more information.
Sales / Technical Service: (800) 679-4666 

Fax: (815) 578-4240

We have over 125 unique and 
specials diets to feed anything 

from Aardvarks to Zebras!
www.mazuri.com
800-227-8941
(corporate customer service info)

3030 Mascot
Wichita, Kansas  67204
Orders:  1-800-490-0118

Information: 316-831-9500

Freed Enterprises, Inc.
Petiatric.com

www.petiatric.com

P.O. Box 118
Inglefield, IN 47618-9998
www.rodentpro.com

Phone: (812) 867-7598
Fax: (812) 867-6058
E-mail: info@rodentpro.com



It’s baby Bird Season!  Let’s 
plan ahead and try to do 
the right thing for wildlife 
By Dianna Flynt, Audubon Center for Birds of Prey

 
The mad rush of baby bird season is almost here and 
we all know what it is just around the corner.  The 
phone will start ringing off the wall and the public 
wants us to rescue a baby that is not even an or-
phan. In most cases it isn’t a rescue; it is kidnapping 
(birdnapping).   What can we do?  Provided they are 
healthy and uninjured …..Let’s try to get ‘em back 
home.      

BABY RAPTOR RESCUE INFORMATION NEED-
ED TO RETURN BAB(IES) TO NEST

1.  Is it a baby raptor?  Identify by size, color and 
shape of body, beak, and feet.  Adults seen?  Identify 
adults by size, color and shape of body, beak, and feet.  
What type of habitat or type of tree was baby found 
in/under?  Habitat can help identify species.  Is it the 
time of year for that species nest?    

2.  Name, address, city, state, zip, home, work, cell 

phone numbers of person who found bab(ies)

3.  Exact location where bab(ies) found i.e. vacant (5 
acre) lot, west of above address, in the back north 
west corner of lot, under large oak tree.

4.  Are the adults present?  What is the behavior of 
adults?

5.  Are there siblings? If so, how many, and where are 
they? Are they in nest or branching?

6.  How long have people had the bab(ies)?  Have they 
fed bab(ies), if so what and how much have they fed 
them?

7.  Other questions:  
 
What type of Habitat?  Urban or rural?
   
Type of tree, live or dead tree?  Power pole?
   
Is tree intact (trimmed, cut down, fallen)?
   
Type of nest, stick, cavity? 
   
Nest located, how high up, accessible by tree climber?
   
If trimmed, cut down, fallen, are there near by trees?
   
Permission from land owner to access property and 
climb tree?

These are all important questions considerations and 
hopefully some answers that will help you determine 
if reuniting bab(ies) is a viable option.  That is our 
hope.  Because in reuniting quickly, we hopefully avoid 
the pitfalls of imprinting or habituating as defined 
below: 

From Miriam-Webster Dictionary: 
Imprint:  “to fix indelibly or permanently (as on the 
memory)”
 
Habituate: “to make used to something”
Bond:  “a uniting or binding element of force”
 
From McGraw-Hill:
Imprinting:  “Instinctive form of learning in which, 
during a critical period in early development, a young 
animal forms an attachment to the first moving object 
it sees, usually the mother.” 

Habituation:  “Simple type of learning in which famil-
iarity with a stimulus reduces, slows, of stops a re-
sponse”

Imprint:  “human imprint - when a bird socially associ-
ates with human rather than its own kind.”

Eastern Screech Owl © Reinier Munguia



Taking the Next Step
By Kim Nogueira 
Fish Bay, St. John, US Virgin Islands

Being awarded one of the FWRA Symposium scholar-
ships could not have come at a better time.
My year has been punctuated by the death of my 
son’s father- a man who was a vital part of our family. 
Through all of the emotional upheaval, I continued to 
help out with local wild bird rehabilitation. But for me 
to move forward in the area of rehabilitation and to 
play a more active part in our fledgling wildlife rehab 
effort here on St. John in the Virgin Islands, outside 
education and networking were essential. 

When I got word that I was receiving a full scholar-
ship, I was so grateful - knowing that fate, in the form 
of the scholarship selection committee, had smiled 
upon me and the birds of St. John. I had attended 
an FWRA Symposium about five years ago - raising 
money through various yard sales to pay for my travel 
and other related fees. (Again, the yard sale approach 
came into play this year, helping to pay for my travel.) 
At that first symposium, I took in a lot of valuable 
information. Maybe I was too much of a “newbie”. 
I just found it hard to take the next step and put 
some of the skills I had learned into action - such as 
emergency sub q of birds and advanced wound man-
agement. With the guidance of a federally permitted 
rehabilitator here on St. John, and her veterinarian of 
record, my basic skills and knowledge were solid, but I 
still had some self-doubt. 

Somehow, magically, this year’s symposium flipped a 
learning switch, and I cannot say “thank you” enough. 
Several of the classes underscored some of my core 
rehabilitation learning and made me so much more 
confident in my hands-on skills. How does that happen 
in just three days?!! My learning took place on so any 
levels - in the classroom, at workshops and network-
ing. Hands-on work with avian bio facts - one of my 
favorite classes – connected the relationship between 
rehabilitation, education and research. I met many oth-
er rehabbers with all levels of skills who had shared 
interests in nature and related conservation and art. 
I remain in contact with many of them through Face-
book. Following the symposium, I was able to spend a 
full day in the hospital area at Suncoast Seabird Sanc-
tuary in Indian Shores, Florida, thanks to Barb Suto, 

who oversees the hospital. I got to see, first-hand, a 
high-volume facility with more than two-dozen birds 
coming in each day. There, the light bulbs continued to 
go off in my head. Since I returned to St. John, I helped 
raise and fledge several hummingbirds and an Antillean 
Bullfinch, and provided emergency sub q fluids to a 
critically injured Scaly-naped Pigeon - a bird that oth-
erwise would not have made it alive to the veterinar-
ian for further care.  I learned so much at this year’s 
symposium including some things about myself.  I had 
the basic skills to do some of the things that used to 
challenge me - I just did not have the understanding 
and self confidence to put them into action. 

For that, I cannot say thank you enough. I especially 
want to thank the FWRA Scholarship Selection Com-
mittee for giving me this incredibly wonderful oppor-
tunity.

Scaly-naped Pigeon © Reinier Munguia

“I learned so much at this year’s 
symposium including some things 
about myself.  I had the basic 
skills to do some of the things 
that used to challenge me - I just 
did not have the understanding 
and self confidence to put them 
into action.”



P.O. BOX 1449
ANNA MARIA, FL 34216P.O. BOX 1449
ANNA MARIA, FL 34216

PO Box 430 Newberry,  
FL   32669-0430

Editor’s Desk
 Well here we are again in June and July looking ahead to the next 5 or 6 months, and cringing at the thought of 
an active hurricane season.  But clearly, this season brings another major stress factor in the form of our looming 
oil disaster just miles from our beautiful coast line.  We’re all sickened, scared, disgusted, but worst of all, we’re 
unsure of how to protect ourselves and our wonderful natural resources from this horrendous event.  Since none of 
us are strangers to hurricanes, the years have taught us to have (albeit probably not a perfect one) a plan to protect, 
evacuate, assist, or even rebuild if needed.  This oil situation is by far a different beast and in most ways, far more 
ominous.  There appears to be nothing we can do to prepare.  Heck, it seems we can’t even help.  We are a smart, 
educated, well intentioned group of members, who I believe can take on just about any task and succeed if called 
upon. 
 Many of you have conscientiously taken the online courses and many have signed up as paraprofessionals 
as suggested by USFWS.  However, for some reason, we have heard that very few (if any) paraprofessionals or 
rehabilitators (people who have actually handled a wild animal!) are being called upon and that primarily government 
people are being utilized to capture troubled wildlife.  Why!?! We, as an organization, get troubled and sometimes 
nasty emails from people wondering why we, as an organization, don’t do something.  Well, we can’t.  We’re not the 
Federal Agency in charge and since we take all of our direction from USFWS, we’re wallowing in a mute position 
until they ask us to engage in some way.
 Adding to our frustration is the fact that we haven’t been able to give 
you, our members, even a glimmer, not even an ounce, of positive direction. 
We all hear, read, and see the same sickening horror stories and we feel 
helpless and uninformed by those who direct us. We have hoped daily that 
this would begin to change.
 On Wednesday, June 30 at 7pm, the first open tele-forum with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Fish and Wildlife Service, and TriState 
Bird Rescue and Research was conducted.  We see this as a first step in 
the right direction to involve rehabilitators and paraprofessionals in any 
communication and planning.  Good questions were asked … some were 
answered, but we believe that a good platform was founded from which 
to move forward.  More of these tele-forums are expected. As a matter of 
fact, the next one will on Wednesday, July 14th from 7pm to 8pm EST. 
To participate (or just listen in), you can dial in at 7pm to 888-808-6959, 
conference code 488 3831. We will bring you subsequent dates and 
information and how to participate when we know it. 
 In the meantime, let’s focus our efforts on the things we can control in 
our own personal and usually difficult rehab worlds.  So, please take care of 
your health, your families, your volunteers, your patients, and by all means 
review your action plans for a potentially active storm season.  When storms 
strike we want to know that you are ok.  Most of you have updated your 
emergency numbers with us, but if you haven’t, please do.

Leslie Johnson, Editor

TSBRR (Tri-State Bird Rescue and Research) one of the leading rehab centers specializing in oiled wildlife, they 
know their way around guilty corporations.
  Website: www.tristatebird.org/response/services.htm

Report Oiled Wildlife: 866-557-1401

Wildlife Rehabber Volunteer:  (must have proof of credentials) 404-679-7049

Non rehabber volunteer: 866-448-5816 www.volunteerfloridadisaster.org

Glimpse Operations http://bp.concerts.com/gom/environment_wildlife_15052010.htm

Hopefully when you read this, the spill will be contained! Be strong, rehabbers!!

Deb Anderson, DVM
President FWRA
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BIONIC BAIT COMPANY
POMPANO BEACH, FL

954-941-4665
866-848-9289

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTOR OF QUALITY 

FROzEN FISH FOR WILDLIFE FOOD.

• Smelt
• Squid
• Sardines
• Shrimp
• Silversides

• Thread Herring
• Glass Minnows
• Capelin
• Herring
• Import/Export


